BARF Jura Trip 2005:  Happy Birthday Dennis !!!
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One of the toughest fell races in the UK – the Isle of Jura Fell Race -  was well attended by both BARF and Larne A.C.  In total, 20 Norn Irn men and weemen crossed the sheugh. The BARF contingent planned well, and arrived in the campsite at Craighouse, 2 hours after leaving Ballycastle, courtesy of a Seatrek high speed ‘rib’ boat .   The brain-child of this trip was none other than BARF Birthday Boy,  Dennis Rankin who had planned the trip to coincide with his - wait for it  - 60th birthday !
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 Meanwhile,the ferry men from Larne decide to go on a roll-on-roll-off-roll-on-roll-off-roll-on-roll-off option, courtesy of team travel guru Billy Magee, arriving a day after leaving Larne, with their yellow team shirts looking somewhat worse for wear.

The BARF delegation was composed of 9 in total, 4 runners, and a back-up team of 5, their role was to prepare recovery drinks and drink tea and eat tray bakes at the distillery cooperage. (Tom O’Dowd of North Down AC had been given honorary weekend membership of BARF for the trip).
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The heavy weather conditions caused some major upsets- with a Force 8 forecast, zero visibility, and sleet, the organisers wisely decided to use the alternative course, which avoided all the summits, but retained the character- building 3.3mile finish along the road!  The Barf back-up team were unaffected.
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Congratulations to the Trevor Wilson and Dennis Rankin on completing the event, and to Jim Brown and Vincent Maclinden who finished in under 4 hours!
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Following the prize giving,  Dennis was called on  to blow out the candles on his cake – which had been specially made by Madeleine.  Celebrations then began in earnest in the Jura Hotel, and continued at the Ceili in the village hall- this started with set-dancing to the Jura Social Dance Band, and ended with a free-style self-expression session to a CD player.

The last of the BARFers retired to bed at 5.00am with their heads held high, whilst some members of Larne AC made their way to the Larne AC marquee in a more prostrate position. 
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The next morning, most people awoke to sunshine.  Spectacular views of the Paps,  Islay, Fairhead and Rathlin were had on our return trip.  As our Larne colleagues started  their trip home, us BARFers  were sitting having lunch in the harbour café in Ballycastle, our only regret was that no-one had a mobile telephone number to let the Larne yins know !
Dennis is a great inspiration both in terms of his athleticism and in what he contributes to sport, it was great to share in his 60th birthday celebrations with Madeleine and the other BARFers on the magical island of Jura.

Peter McClenaghan. 

























